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for their dismissalx. To defray the charges of the ambassa
dor and his staff, and those of the consuls and vice-consuls,
which involved an annual expenditure of ten thousand
pounds2, impositions were levied; and the Company's
efforts to keep down expenses caused friction with its agents,
who characterized its economy as ' preposterous frugality'8.
These recurring charges, together with the cost of renewing
the capitulations with the Porte and providing houses of
business and residences for officials at Constantinople,
Aleppo and Smyrna, furnished the Company with an
argument for the retention of its privileges which it con-
tinued to reiterate for two centuries 4.
Nature of The Company's sphere of trade, as we have seen 6, was in
^e Mediterranean. From the sixteenth century onwards its
exports consisted of cloth, tin, lead and other products : its
imports comprised currants, wines of Candia, cotton wool
and yarn, silk, spices and drugs6. Cloth was the staple
article of export. In the second half of the seventeenth
century the number of broad cloths transported annually
averaged about 20,000, besides other woollen goods7; and
the fact that cloth was exported dyed and dressed, and
that raw materials for manufactures were imported, earned
for the Levant traders the favour so conspicuously with-
held from the Merchant Adventurers and the East India
1 State Papers Domestic, 1660-1661, p. 270.
* Ibid. 1649-1650, p. 12 ; 1650, p. 72 ; 1694-1695, p. 98. For the
amount of the ambassador's salary, seeibid. 1645-1647, p. 469 ; 1660-1661,
p. 270. For his staff, see Wood, " The English Embassy at Constantinople,
1660-1762 " in The English Historical Review, xL 538 seq. On the general
organization of the Company, see Wood, A History of the Levant Company,
205 seq.
8 Hist. MSS. Comm. Finch, i. 379 (1665).
4 Ibid. Salisbury, ii. 294 (1579). House of Commons Journals, xxiv.
591 (1744) I xxxi- 96 (1767).	6 Supra, p. 338.
6	Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 4th ser. v. 17.   For the
eighteenth century, see The British Merchant (ed. 1721), i. 24-25 ;   Gee,
The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain (ed. 1730), 9.   Mohair is men-
tioned in State Papers Domestic, 1650, p. 72.
7	See the account from 1666 to 1706 in House of Lords MSS. 1706-
1708, p. 251.   Also Acts and Ordinances of the Interregnum, i. 395 (1644) ;
State Papers Domestic, 1650, p. 72.    Even in the ' dangerous times * of
1665, four ships carried 18,000 broad cloths :  Hist. MSS. Comm. Finch,
i. 361.   The total exports were valued at £500,000 in 1681: Macpherson,
Annals of Commerce, ii. 600.    For the exports and imports from 1697
onwards, see Whitworth, State of the Trade of Great Britain (1776), part ii.
37-3^.

